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MATTER  HITS  STRIDE

The protocols — pick wisely

FUTURE-PROOF

Matter

Cross-vendor standard. Apple
+ Google + Amazon +

Samsung. The convergence
layer.

Thread

Low-power mesh transport

for battery devices. Matter
rides on Thread.

Mesh

Zigbee

Mature mesh. Hue, Aqara.

Needs a hub. Reliable.

Legacy OK

Z-Wave

Pro security ecosystem.

Strong encryption. Hub
required.

Security

Platforms — pick one primary

Apple Home

Best privacy + local control.
iPhone household = path of

least resistance.

Google Home

Best voice assistant. Strong
cameras (Nest). Cross-

platform.

Alexa

Largest device ecosystem.
Cheapest speakers. Cloud-

dependent.

Home Assistant

Open-source, local-first,
maximum power. Real work to

administer.

Power

PRO  TIP

Smart plugs are the cheapest, most
useful first buy. Validate the whole

smart-home idea on a $15 plug
before going deeper.

DON'T

Mix three platforms hoping for unity.
Pick one primary; the rest are

integrations, not equals.

BUY  IN  THIS  ORDER 8 DEVICE  CATEGORIES

Full guide: djenterprises.ai/blog/smart-home/smart-home-overview
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Smart plugs
Cheap. Anything plug-in becomes smart.

1

Smart lighting

Switches over bulbs for primary fixtures.

2

Motion / contact sensors

Foundation of automations.

3

Smart lock + doorbell

Grade 1 front, Grade 2 secondary.

4

Thermostat + cameras + speakers

As needs emerge.
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Lighting
Bulbs, switches, strips

1

Plugs & sensors

Highest ROI

2

Security

Locks, doorbells, cameras

3

Climate

Thermostats, fans

4

Speakers / displays

Voice + control

5

Smart Home 2026: The Map
Matter, Thread, Zigbee, Z-Wave. The protocol layer everyone confuses. And the order to actually build.
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